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ABSTRACT 



Information on Colorado’s certificated school personnel and 
related information was gathered from the state's public school districts and 
Boards of Cooperative Services during fall 1997. This information shows that 
the fall 1997 average salary for Colorado's 37,840.9 full- time-equivalent 
( FTE) public school teachers was $37,240, which represented a 2.7% increase 
over the fall 1996 average salary of $36,271. The 1997 entry-level salary for 
beginning teachers in Colorado ranged from $17,016 to $27,186 with an average 
of $22,695. Of the 72,249.2 FTE certificated and noncertif icated staff, 52.4% 
were classroom teachers. Classroom teachers, who numbered 37,840.9 FTE in 
fall 1997, increased 4.0% over 1996, while student membership increased 2.0% 
in the same period. However, student membership grew by 22.1% but FTE 
classroom teachers grew by only 18.4%. In fall 1997, females represented 
70.8% of total teachers, 46.5% of school principals and assistant principals, 
and 18.5% of superintendents/assistant superintendents. Since 1987, the 
number of females employed in certificated positions increased by 32.1 
percent while the number of males increased by 0.4 percent. American Indians, 
Asians, Blacks, and Hispanics represented 9.0% of Colorado's teachers, while 
these same groups made up 28.7% of the total student population. More than 
half (64.8%) of Colorado's teachers were 40 years of age or older. From 1987 
to 1997 the number of teachers under 40 years of age declined by 4.4 percent 
while the number of teachers in the 40 and over age group increased by 43.6 
percent. Definitions of selected terms and notes on data sources are 
included. (SLD) 
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Information used to prepare this publication was collected from Colorado's public school districts and Boards of Cooperative Services during fall 1997. 
Data were collected only for filled positions. 
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ILLUSTRATION 1 COMPARISON OF AVERAGE TEACHER SALARIES NATIONAL AND COLORADO 
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AVERAGE SALARIES OF SUPERINTENDENTS, ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENTS 
ADMINISTRATORS, PRINCIPALS AND ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS 
BY SETTING AND BY SIZE OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
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ILLUSTRATION 2 COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

STATE TRENDS FOR MALE AND FEMALE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT ADMINISTRATORS AND CLASSROOM TEACHERS 
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TABLE 7 COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

ETHNIC/RACIAL COMPOSITIONS OF SCHOOL DISTRICT CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL 
FOR SELECTED POSITIONS FALL 1987 AND FALL 1997 
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ILLUSTRATION 3 COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

TEACHER AND PUPIL POPULATIONS BY ETHNIC/RACIAL GROUPS 
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In fall 1997, minorities represented 28.7 percent of Colorado's public school student population. In contrast, minorities represented only 9.0 percent 
of classroom teachers. White students represented 71.3 percent of the student population, and 91.0 percent of classroom teachers were White. 
Hispanics comprised 19.3 percent of the student population; 5.9 percent of classroom teachers were Hispanic. 
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* This district participated as a pilot during the Fall 1997 human resource data collection using the new definitions for the Automated Data Exchange Project. 
CDE computed the FTE in accordance with the new criteria. 
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* This district participated as a pilot during the Fall 1997 human resource data collection using the new definitions for the Automated Data Exchange Project. 
CDE computed the FTE in accordance with the new criteria. 
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* This district participated as a pilot during the Fall 1997 human resource data collection using the new definitions for the Automated Data Exchange Project. 
CDE computed the FTE in accordance with the new criteria. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS BY SETTING CATEGORIES 
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INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF: Includes deans, elementary and secondary directors, coordinators, consultants, supervisors, counselors, librarians, 
curriculum specialists and teachers on special assignment. (Table 10) 
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